
Begin the day with liturgy & the 
blessing of candles (for use on 
Holy Thursday and again on 
Pentecost).

Take down the last of the 
Christmas decorations
 "Down with the rosemary, and so
Down with the bays and mistletoe;
Down with the holly, ivy, all,
Wherewith ye dress'd the 
Christmas Hall"
— Robert Herrick (1591–1674), 
"Ceremony upon Candlemas Eve"
 
 Keep an eye on the weather...
"If Candlemas Day is clear and 
bright,
winter will have another bite.
 If Candlemas Day brings cloud 
and rain,
winter is gone and will not come 
again."
- Old English proverb

The Feast of The Presentation of Christ to the Temple
February 2

Celebrate the feast with friends, a meal - crepes in keeping with the feast day 
tradition of the French, or tamales in keeping with the Mexican tradition -and a 
procession around the house:
In procession, carry the Icon of the Feast and the Icon of the Theotokos of the 
Softening of Evil Hearts, a reference to St. Simeon's prophecy over the Theotokos, 
"and you yourself a sword will pierce."  Looking to the same passage in Luke, carry 
two turtle dove candle holders, as St. Joseph brought the two sacrificial doves and 
St. Simeon declared Christ "a light for the revelation of the Gentiles."
Sing the Kontakion and Troparion of the feast, and the Song of Simeon.

Akathist Art



Softener of Evil Hearts



The Presentation of Christ to the Temple



Song Sheet for the Procession

Troparion of The Presentation of Our Lord (First Tone)
 
Hail Virgin Theotokos full of Grace, 
for Christ our God, the Sun of Righteousness, 
has dawned from you, granting light to those in darkness. 
And you, O Righteous Elder, rejoice, taking in your arms, 
the Deliverance of our souls, who grants us Resurrection.
 
Kontakion of The Presentation of Our Lord (First Tone)
 
Your birth sanctified a Virgin's womb 
and properly blessed the hands of Simeon. 
Having now come and saved us O Christ our God, 
give peace to Your commonwealth in troubled times 
and strengthen those in authority, whom You love, 
as only the loving One.
 
The Song of Simeon
Lord, let your servant depart in peace
according to your Word.
For my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared
before the face
of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles
and the glory of your people Israel.
 
(Listen at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIj3tu8mFgA)
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